Highland Outfitters – Bird Hunters Checklist

Immediately upon receiving this package:

1. Fax completed ammunition order form to 306-867-2255.

2. Fax completed hunt contract to 306-867-2255.

3. Book Flights if not already done.

4. Purchase trip cancellation insurance (optional).

5. Pre-register firearms (after flights are confirmed).

6. Book hotel rooms in Saskatoon if necessary. 

7. Read all enclosed info.  It will answer most of your questions.

8. Be sure all group members have paid deposits and have done steps 1 through 7.

Once you receive your final bill in August:

1. Mail payment to Highland Outfitters

2. Enclose your flight or travel details with your final payment.
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Highland Outfitters

Box 1196

Outlook, SK

SOL 2NO

Phone:  1-866-453-9270

Fax:  1-306-867-2255

Email: hunts@highlandoutfitters.com

Web: www.highlandoutfitters.com

Client Information sheet – Bird Hunts

The following information will answer some of your questions regarding your hunt with us.  As well, we have enclosed an ammo order form and hunt contract securing the dates and conditions of your hunt.  We need these completed and sent back as soon as possible.  All the info we mail our clients is also available on our website at (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagebirds).
Terms & Conditions of Booking

A 50% deposit is required to hold your spot.  No spot is secure without a deposit.  Your deposit is non-refundable unless the hunter or outfitter is able to find an alternate hunter to fill the same time slot.  Balance of the hunt price is due by September 1st along with payment for your license and any ammo ordered through Highland Outfitters.  We also require our clients to sign a hunt contract detailing the terms under which the hunt is being offered.  There are no refunds if the client arrives late or leaves early for any reason or doesn’t make it here for the hunt.  There is no discount of the contracted price if the client drives to camp or rents a vehicle and therefore doesn’t require airport pick-up.  We respect the rules and regulations of hunting in Saskatchewan and require our clients to do the same.

Included in the cost of your hunt:
~Transportation to & from Saskatoon International Airport (early to mid afternoon pick-up)

~All meals & lodging at camp

~Guiding & transportation

~Blinds, decoys, & private land access 

~Bird processing (breasted only), packaging, & freezing

~Provincial sales tax on accommodations

~Wireless internet access at camp

 

Not Included:    

~Ammunition (can be ordered through us prior to your hunt)

~Airfare to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

~Firearm permit ($25 Cdn.)

~Hunting license and stamp ($142.47Cdn.)  

~Goods & Services Tax (2.5% for non-residents)

Trip Cancellation and Interruption Insurance

We strongly advise you to purchase insurance through the Sportsman’s Travel Insurance Plan for your trip as your payments to us are non-refundable unless your spot is filled.  This insurance will reimburse you for your trip and license cost if you can’t fly due to weather, if you must cancel due to sickness or death of yourself, a family member, traveling partner, or business partner, and for many other circumstances that may cause you to not make your hunt.  A brochure and enrollment form will be included with your booking package.  For a link to their website where you can apply for insurance online please go to (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagebirds).                  
Entering Canada
If you have had an impaired driving or other criminal charge at any time, your ability to cross international borders can also be impaired.  If you have ever had any type of criminal charge (DUI, possession, domestic violence, etc.) we suggest you call Canada Border Crossing Services at 1-800-438-7020 (www.bordercrossing.ca) well in advance of your hunt and explain your situation.  They are a business specializing in border crossing issues.  They will give you a free consultation over the phone and offer a professional opinion on whether or not you will have a problem entering Canada.  If you do have a charge that will prohibit you from entering Canada they can file all the necessary paperwork for you to apply for admittance.  You must do this well in advance of your hunt as this usually takes several months.  This will give you ample time to clear things up if need be and avoid possible disappointment when you reach the border.  

If you would like to talk directly to customs you can call them at 1-306-975-4755.  You can also visit the Canadian Immigrations website (www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/index.asp) for more details on entering Canada with a criminal record.  There is a lot of good information there and it explains all your options for entering Canada with a criminal record.    

Bringing Firearms into Canada
The Federal Government’s firearm regulations require hunters to fill out a Non-Resident Firearm Declaration Form (CAFC 909) which we send to all our clients in advance (can also be downloaded at (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagebirds).  You can also get this form or additional information on the Canadian Firearms Centre website at (http://www.cfc-cafc.gc.ca/).  Most of our hunters fax this form in and get pre-approved which also helps to expedite the process at the airport.  This option isn’t available if you are driving up in which case you will get approved at the border crossing.  This temporary license (valid for 60 days) costs $25 Cdn.  It can be paid with Canadian cash, Visa, MasterCard, or American Express while clearing customs or in advance if you pre-register.  I am pleased to report that none of our clients had any hassles or delays with this process last fall and were finished in mere minutes.

Following are two options for having this form processed but if possible use the first to help speed things up once you arrive at customs, also the background check will be done in advance.  
1)   Fill out form CAFC 909 and fax to 1-306-975-5917 along with your date of arrival in Canada, your flight number, phone number, fax number, and a credit card number with expiry date to pay the $25 cdn fee.  If you would prefer to do this over the phone or if you have any questions you can call 1-306-975-4755.  Once they have processed it they will charge the $25 fee to your credit card.  They will give you your license and have you sign it once you reach customs in Canada.  This first option is only available for clients flying into the Saskatoon International Airport.   

 OR

2)   Fill out form CAFC 909 and bring it with you and present it to customs upon entry to Canada.  They will process your application at that time.  If you are driving across the border you will have to use this method.

Travel Info                                                                                                                                                                        
Arrival and Flight Information 

We do our airport pick-ups in the early afternoon, between 12:30 and 2:30.  You can identify us by our Highland Outfitters hats or clothing.  If you can’t be at the airport by this time you will need to fly in the prior day and get a hotel in Saskatoon or rent a car and drive to camp.  If neither of these options work call us and we will send another vehicle to pick you up at a later time (subject to staff availability and a $100 US service charge/trip).  If we will be picking you up at your hotel, please call camp (1-866-453-9270) once you arrive to arrange a pick-up place and time.  

Delta has two direct flights coming in to Saskatoon daily from Minneapolis which arrive around 1:00PM and 10:30PM.  United Airlines has two direct flights coming in to Saskatoon daily from Denver which arrive around 2:00PM and 9:30PM as well as a daily flight from Chicago which arrives around 12:00PM.  If we are picking you up the day you arrive you will have to be on one of the earlier flights.

We have an arrangement with Carlson Wagonlit Richert Travel in Regina to book flights at discounted rates for our clients.  They get contracted rates for fishing and hunting clients through Delta and in turn pass the savings on to you.  You can call Jane at 1-888-284-6872 or email jmaier@cwtrichert.com for booking information and tell them you are booking with Highland Outfitters and they will give you the contracted rates and take care of all the details.  The earlier you book, the cheaper the contracted rates are.  If you can find a seat sale it may be cheaper than their contracted rates, however I wouldn’t suggest waiting too long to book your flight in hopes of finding a seat sale as these flights are usually full with hunters.    
Departure Flights 

Delta has flights departing daily from Saskatoon to Minneapolis around 5:30AM & 2:00PM.  United has flights departing daily from Saskatoon to Denver around 6:30AM & 2:30PM and to Chicago around 12:45PM. The later flights work well for most of our clients leaving on Sunday as we depart camp late morning.  While we can sometimes have you back for the afternoon flight on Wednesday, it means cutting your Wednesday morning hunt short in order to get you to the airport in ample time after having breakfast, packing gear, coolers, etc.  The early morning flights usually work for our 2 ½ day hunters.  You will need to get a hotel in Saskatoon for Wednesday night and fly out Thursday morning.  This is what we recommend to eliminate possibly missing flights and having to rush and cut your hunt short.  

Driving Instructions

If you choose to drive to camp please don’t arrive before 4:00PM so the staff has time to make up the rooms and clean the lodge after the prior group leaves.  Also if you are driving you won’t be able to pre-register your guns and will have to have your forms processed at the border.  You are permitted to bring up to 200 rounds of ammo per person duty free into Canada.  Directions to camp from various locations are available at (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagebirds).

Hotels for 3-day Monday – Wednesday Hunts

If you booked our full 3-day Monday to Wednesday hunt we provide a hotel room for you Saturday night at the Saskatoon Inn.  We will pick you up around noon on Sunday and take you to camp for your Sunday evening hunt.  Please call us from your hotel upon arrival to arrange pick-up on Sunday.  For transportation from the airport to the hotel at you can call the hotel at 306-242-1440 for a shuttle or get a cab at the airport.

Accommodations in Saskatoon

If you require a hotel in Saskatoon before or after your hunt, the Saskatoon Inn is our exclusive host hotel.  As a result of our arrangement, they have offered our clients a rate of only $102/night ($164 regular price).  It is a very nice facility that is close to the airport and has a free airport shuttle.  Hotels in Saskatoon are now very busy so we recommend securing your room well in advance.  When booking be sure to tell them you’re with Highland Outfitters to get the preferred rate.  


  

Saskatoon Inn 1-306-242-1440

Ammunition
The most commonly used load in steel is BB with #1’s or #2’s working as well but I would suggest mostly BB’s for the shooting we encounter most often.  Three boxes a day is usually sufficient although we have had clients shoot upwards of five boxes in a day on occasion.  If you wish to purchase ammunition through us we can arrange this through our supplier.  Just fill in and fax back our ammo order form ASAP and we will order it for you.  We will pick-up your ammo and have it at camp prior to your arrival.  We can’t place any additional orders after July 31st but please order by April 30th to get the early discount offered by our supplier.  If you have ammo left over we will store it for you if you plan on hunting with us again next year or you are free to pack it and take it home.  We do not offer refunds for ammo purchased through us and not used.  Feel free to bring your own ammunition however, we can't guarantee that customs will let it through without any hassle.  Traveling via air across international borders with explosives could potentially cause more trouble than it’s worth given the current security concerns.  Please do not try to ship ammunition to us prior to your hunt as it won't get through customs.  Most everything in Canada costs more than it does in the US and ammo is no exception.  I will note however that our prices are almost always less than the retail stores in Canada.   
Hunting Licenses
We will have your hunting license at camp for you when you arrive.  This consists of a non-resident game bird license, habitat certificate, and a migratory game bird permit.  These currently cost $142.47 but are subject to change prior to next fall.  This will be included on your final bill with us.  It is very important that we receive your personal info (name, address, and birthdate) well in advance of the season so we have everything required to buy your license
Transporting birds home
Coolers (48 quart) are usually available for purchase at camp or you are free to bring your own coolers.  Many hunters bring a soft sided collapsible cooler with them in their luggage.  Any birds not taken home will be donated to the food bank or to local farmers.
Saskatchewan Hunting Regulations
Some of the relevant local hunting regulations are as follows:

· legal shooting time is from ½ hour before sunrise to ½  hour after sunset

· non-toxic shot is required for all waterfowl hunting in Saskatchewan

· shotguns must be plugged so as not to hold more than 3 shells in total

· guns must be unloaded in vehicles (no shells in magazine or chamber)

· no alcohol is allowed in vehicles or in the field

· you must have your hunting license on your person (not in the truck) while hunting

· Geese can only be hunted until 12:00 noon before October 15th. 

Current Non-resident bag limits are as follows:

· 8 dark geese daily (only 3 white-fronts) and 24 possession limit (9 white-fronts)

· 20 white geese daily and 60 possession limit (Snow, Blue, and Ross’ Geese)

· 8 ducks daily (only 3 may be pintails) and 24 possession limit 

· 5 Cranes daily and 15 possession limit

· 8 Hungarian Partridges daily and 24 season limit 

· 3 Sharp-Tailed Grouse daily and 6 season limit

What To Bring
· Passport 
· Warm waterproof camouflage clothing in layers

· White hunting suit or disposable painters suit (very important)
· Camo & white face masks (very important)
· Warm waterproof footwear

· Gloves

· Duck & goose calls

· Shotgun, chokes, gun cleaner

· Thermos

· Camera (extra batteries) 

· Laptop computer for wireless internet access

· Locking gun case for airline travel

· Completed firearm registration form (CAFC 909)

· Certificate of health if bringing a dog
White suits and a face mask are a necessity!  This is more important than bringing camo. We often hunt in pea and lentil fields with very little ground cover.  As such layout blinds stand out  too much.  It is more effective to wear white and try to blend in with the geese rather than to try 

and look like the ground.  All the birds we hunt are accustomed to feeding with white geese so 

we may even do this while hunting ducks and dark geese.  Any white covering will do from 

disposable painters suits to old bed sheets to snow camo.  A facemask that you can see through and shoot with is extremely important.  Please remember to bring this.
Camp Policies

Gratuities

We are commonly asked what is an appropriate amount to tip the guides and staff?  My usual response is that it depends on how much effort you feel they put in to making your trip enjoyable.  Some tip more and some tip less but most clients tip about 10% - 15% of the hunt price with 75% of that going to the guides and 25% going to the cooks (who also clean the lodge) and bird cleaner.

We have an understanding amongst all the guides that they split their tips evenly.  This eliminates competition between the guides and as a result they work better as a team, thus further contributing to the quality of your hunt.  Also when you spend all your time with your guide in the field it is easy to forget how much effort the spotter behind the scenes is putting in.  This ensures that the spotter is also compensated fairly as he puts as many hours into your hunt as the guide in the field does.  

As the proprietor who actively acts as a guide and a spotter I opt not to share in the gratuities.  I feel I am already being compensated for my services and as such the gratuities are only split amongst the three other guides, not myself.  

Dogs 

While you are welcome to bring a well trained retriever to camp there are a few guidelines we need to enforce:

· If you are hunting with guys other than those you came with, you must first approve using your dog with the other group members before taking the dog into the field.

· If your dog is disrupting the hunt or causing birds to flare you will have to take him back to the truck unless the other group members all agree to him staying in the field.

· You must clean up any mess left by your dog around the yard.  The place to take your dog to do his business is in the hayfield directly behind the lodge and the cabin.

· Dogs should stay in their crate either in the garage if you are staying in the lodge, or in the porch if you are staying in the cabin.  Dogs are not to roam free around the lodge or cabin.

· If your dog growls, snaps, or acts aggressively towards other hunters or anyone at camp you will have to keep him in his kennel or on a leash for the duration of the trip.  Under no circumstances can we have someone get bitten!

Miscellaneous

· The regular season hunts consist of two hunts a day (morning and evening) unless you are departing Wednesday, in which case you will only have a morning hunt on Wednesday.  In the past we have tried to do a morning hunt, afternoon hunt, and evening hunt.  This does not work well for a couple reasons.  First, we were always rushing from one hunt to the next resulting in poor preparation for the next hunt.  Also we often didn’t have time to do a proper hunt in the afternoon as we were always trying to get to the next location for our evening hunt, often when the birds were already flying.  Lastly the guides usually have work to do after the morning hunt such as preparing equipment, securing land access, comparing notes, and planning for your next hunt.  If all this is done and time permits they may catch a much needed rest in early afternoon.  Our clients are only here for three days and most can go hard the whole time.  Our guides do this for six or seven weeks and get run down, and careless if they don’t get some rest in the afternoons.  This is not a situation we are willing to have here and as such we don’t go out for our evening hunt until mid or late afternoon.  This is not an issue during our late season hunts as there is only one hunt a day.

Camp Policies - Continued

· Please don’t scatter cigar and cigarette butts around the yard and use the ashtrays outside of the lodge and cabin.

· For purposes of possession limits, the bird cleaners will allocate the days birds evenly amongst the people in your hunting party.  Given the nature of shooting we encounter, it is often difficult to keep everyone’s birds separate in the field and as such this is the fairest way of keeping track.

· If you are here for a 4 ½ or 6 day hunt it will be treated as two separate hunts.  We will donate the birds from the first half of the week on Wednesday when we go to the airport.  After this you will be able to continue hunting the balance of the week as if you were a new client arriving for a Thursday to Saturday hunt.

· Our camp is set up to accommodate two groups of six hunters which is what we try to do whenever possible.  If you book your hunt with less than six in your hunting party, you will likely be paired up with another partial group.  Therefore we have to try and accommodate everyone’s hunting preferences.  If you come here wanting to hunt ducks every evening and the other group hunting with you want to hunt Cranes or upland birds one day instead, you need to be prepared to do that.  We will not hunt one group of hunters in two separate groups as our guiding and spotting resources won’t allow for it.

· You have purchased a fully guided hunt.  This means that we are in large part responsible for your actions while staying with us.  As such, all hunting will be done with your guide unless the guide leaves you in the field once you’re set up to go spotting.  You will not be permitted to strike off on your own hunting (even right from camp).  The biggest reason is that we work very hard to maintain our landowner relations.  If you were unknowingly to end up on someone’s land without permission this could have a negative impact on our reputation within the local farming community.  Given that the success of our hunts is dependent on our good name with the farmers, this is not something that we can risk happening.   

· Airport pick-ups are done between 12:30PM and 2:30PM. If your flight won’t be here by then you have three options:

1) Fly in a day early and get a hotel.
2) Rent a vehicle and drive to camp.
3) Call us and we will send another vehicle to pick you up (subject to staff availability and   a $100 US service charge).
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