Highland Outfitters – Deer Hunter Checklist
Immediately upon receiving this package:

1. Fax completed hunt contract to 306-867-2255.

2. Book Flights if not already done.
3. Purchase trip cancellation insurance (optional).

4. Pre-register firearms (after flights are confirmed).

5. Book hotel rooms in Saskatoon. 

6. Read all enclosed info.  It will answer most of your questions.

7. Be sure all group members have paid deposits and have done steps 1 through 6.

Once you receive your final bill:

1. Mail payment to Highland Outfitters

2. Enclose your travel details and what hotel to pick you up at with your final payment.
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Highland Outfitters

Box 1196
Outlook, SK

SOL 2NO

Phone:  1-866-453-9270

Fax:  1-306-867-2255
Email: hunts@highlandoutfitters.com

Web: www.highlandoutfitters.com

Client Information sheet – Deer Hunts

The following information will answer some of your questions regarding your hunt with us.  As well, we have enclosed a hunt contract securing the dates and conditions of your hunt.  We need this completed and sent back as soon as possible.  All the info we mail our clients is also available on our website at (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagedeer).
Terms & Conditions of Booking

A $1,000 deposit is required to hold your spot. No spot is secure without a deposit. Your deposit is non-refundable unless the hunter or outfitter is able to find an alternate hunter to fill the same time slot. Balance of the hunt price is due October 31st. We also require our clients to sign a hunt contract detailing the terms under which the hunt is being offered. There are no refunds if the client arrives late or leaves early for any reason or doesn’t make it here for the hunt. There is no discount of the contracted price if the client drives to camp or rents a vehicle and therefore doesn’t require airport pick-up.  If you plan to leave camp early after harvesting your deer you should rent a car and drive to camp.  We respect the rules and regulations of hunting in Saskatchewan and require our clients to do the same. 

Included in the cost of your hunt:





 ~Transportation to & from Saskatoon International Airport or your hotel (Sunday morning pick-up)
~All meals & lodging at camp and bagged lunch in your stand
~Guiding & transportation during the hunt 
~Deer skinning, caping, and packaging for transport
~Provincial sales taxes on accommodations

Not Included: 
~Meat processing (can be given away), shipping, or taxidermy work                                                                                                                  ~Airfare to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
~Firearm permit ($25 Cdn.)
~Hunting license and allocation stamp ($359.16Cdn.)                                                                            ~Goods & Services Tax (2.5% for non-residents)

Trip Cancellation and Interruption Insurance

We strongly advise you to purchase insurance through the Sportsman’s Travel Insurance Plan for your trip as your payments to us are non-refundable unless your spot is filled.  This insurance will reimburse you for your trip and license cost if you can’t fly due to weather, if you must cancel due to sickness or death of yourself, a family member, traveling partner, or business partner, and for many other circumstances that may cause you to not make your hunt.  A brochure and enrollment form will be included with your booking package.  For a link to their website where you can apply for insurance online please go to (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagedeer).                  

Entering Canada
If you have had an impaired driving or other criminal charge at any time, your ability to cross international borders can also be impaired.  If you have ever had any type of criminal charge (DUI, possession, domestic violence, etc.) we suggest you call Canada Border Crossing Services at 1-800-438-7020 (www.bordercrossing.ca) well in advance of your hunt and explain your situation.  They are a business specializing in border crossing issues.  They will give you a free consultation over the phone and offer a professional opinion on whether or not you will have a problem entering Canada.  If you do have a charge that will prohibit you from entering Canada they can file all the necessary paperwork for you to apply for admittance.  You must do this well in advance of your hunt as this usually takes several months.  This will give you ample time to clear things up if need be and avoid possible disappointment when you reach the border.  

If you would like to talk directly to customs you can call them at 1-306-975-4755.  You can also visit the Canadian Immigrations website (www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/index.asp) for more details on entering Canada with a criminal record.  There is a lot of good information there and it explains all your options for entering Canada with a criminal record.    

Bringing Firearms into Canada
The Federal Government’s firearm regulations require hunters to fill out a Non-Resident Firearm Declaration Form (CAFC 909) which we send to all our clients in advance (can also be downloaded at (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagedeer).  You can also get this form or additional information on the Canadian Firearms Centre website at (www.cfc-cafc.gc.ca).  Most of our hunters fax this form in and get pre-approved which also helps to expedite the process at the airport.  This option isn’t available if you are driving up in which case you will get approved at the border crossing.  This temporary license (valid for 60 days) costs $25 Cdn.  It can be paid with Canadian cash, Visa, MasterCard, or American Express while clearing customs or in advance if you pre-register.  I am pleased to report that none of our clients had any hassles or delays with this process last fall and were finished in mere minutes.
Following are two options for having this form processed but if possible use the first to help speed things up once you arrive at customs, also the background check will be done in advance.  
1)   Fill out form CAFC 909 and fax to 1-306-975-5917 along with your date of arrival in Canada, your flight number, phone number, fax number, and a credit card number with expiry date to pay the $25 cdn fee.  If you would prefer to do this over the phone or if you have any questions you can call 1-306-975-4755.  Once they have processed it they will charge the $25 fee to your credit card.  They will give you your license and have you sign it once you reach customs in Canada.  This first option is only available for clients flying into the Saskatoon International Airport.   

 OR
2)   Fill out form CAFC 909 and bring it with you and present it to customs upon entry to Canada.  They will process your application at that time.  If you are driving across the border you will have to use this method.

Travel Info                                                                                                                                                                        
Arrival and Flight Information 

You will want to fly in to Saskatoon on Saturday and get a hotel there for Saturday night.  We do our hotel pick-ups between 8:30 & 10:30 AM on Sundays.  You can identify us by our Highland Outfitters hats or clothing.  You will need to let us know in advance at which hotel to pick you up.  

Delta has two direct flights coming in to Saskatoon daily from Minneapolis which arrive around 2:00PM and 11:30PM.  United Airlines has two direct flights coming in to Saskatoon daily from Denver which arrive around 3:00PM and 10:30PM, as well as a daily flight from Chicago which arrives around 12:00PM.    

We have an arrangement with Carlson Wagonlit Richert Travel in Regina to book flights at discounted rates for our clients.  They get contracted rates for fishing and hunting clients through Delta airlines and Air Canada and in turn pass the savings on to you.  You can call Jane at 1-888-284-6872 or email jmaier@cwtrichert.com for booking information and tell them you are booking with Highland Outfitters and they will give you the contracted rates and take care of all the details.  The earlier you book, the cheaper the contracted rates are.  If you can find a seat sale it may be cheaper than their contracted rates, however I wouldn’t suggest waiting too long to book your flight in hopes of finding a seat sale as these flights are usually full with hunters.    
Departure Flights 

Delta departs daily from Saskatoon to Minneapolis around 3:00PM and they also have a flight departing around 6:30 AM.  United departs daily from Saskatoon to Denver around 7:30AM and 3:30PM and to Chicago around 12:45PM.  Normally we will stop hunting at 12:00 noon on Saturday and take you back to Saskatoon.  If the entire group tags out earlier in the week we may make our return trip prior to Saturday.  You should plan to have a hotel in Saskatoon Saturday night and fly home on Sunday.  If you plan to leave camp after filling your tag, you should rent a car and drive to camp in the event all the other hunters haven’t finished yet as we won’t be making multiple trips.

Accommodations in Saskatoon
If you require a hotel in Saskatoon before or after your hunt, the Saskatoon Inn is our exclusive host hotel.  As a result of our arrangement, they have offered our clients a rate of only $102/night ($164 regular price).  It is a very nice facility that is close to the airport and has a free airport shuttle.  Hotels in Saskatoon are now very busy so we recommend securing your room well in advance.  When booking be sure to tell them you’re with Highland Outfitters to get the preferred rate.  


  

Saskatoon Inn 1-306-242-1440
Driving Instructions
If you choose to drive to camp please don’t arrive before 1:00PM so the staff has time to make up the rooms and clean the lodge after the prior group leaves.  Also if you are driving you won’t be able to pre-register your guns and will have to have your forms processed at the border.    Directions to camp are available at (www.highlandoutfitters.com/clientpackagedeer).

Trophy Management
As an incentive to our clients to help ensure trophy bucks for the future we now have the following policy.  Any client who does not harvest a deer during their hunt will receive $500 off their hunt if they rebook with us for the immediate following year.
Guns and Ammo
You will be hunting large bodied Saskatchewan deer.  As such we don’t recommend anything under a .270 caliber.  The most common rifles used here are 30-06, 7mm, and any of the .300’s.  Most shots will be 50 – 150 yards away so sight your gun in accordingly.  One box of ammo should be sufficient but you might bring two to be sure you have enough to check that your rifle is sighted in once you arrive.  Except in rare circumstances, you will only be taking one shot at a deer with the possibility of a follow up finishing shot.  Most deer you see will give you an opportunity for a good clean killing shot if you are patient.
Hunting Licenses
We will take you to pick up your hunting license when you arrive.  This consists of a non-resident deer license and habitat certificate.  These currently cost $285.55 but are subject to change prior to next fall.  We will include your license allocation fee of $73.61 on your final bill.  This is another part of your license that we will pick-up at the Sask. Environment office for you in advance.  You will want to have either a Visa, Mastercard, or Canadian cash to purchase your license.

Saskatchewan Hunting Regulations

Some of the relevant local hunting regulations are as follows:

· legal shooting time is from ½ hour before sunrise to ½  hour after sunset

· you must have your gun in a case to transport it on an ATV
· guns must be unloaded in vehicles and on ATV’s (no shells in magazine or chamber)

· no alcohol is allowed in vehicles or in the field
· you must have your hunting license on your person (not in the truck) while hunting
· Hunting is not allowed on Sundays in Saskatchewan

· You must wear solid white (recommended), orange, red, or yellow from the waist up. 
· You must wear a hat of any of these colors except white.
Heated Stands

We do use fully enclosed stands that can be heated.  We will supply propane heaters for your use while here if it is very cold.  If you dress properly as suggested in the “what to bring section”, most everyone can stay warm enough without a heater in their blind, regardless of the temperature.  Something to consider is that many people (including us) feel burning fossil fuels near the bait site is a bad idea.  This fills the area around your stand and bait pile with unnatural smells.  While this may not bother many of the does and smaller bucks, the mature buck you are hoping to harvest may not come into sight if he smells something burning.  The same is true of smoking and chewing tobacco in your stand.  This smell lingers for days and can mean the difference in harvesting a trophy buck and not seeing one.  If you can dress appropriately and manage the cold that way we certainly recommend that over heating your stand.

Detailed Clothing Suggestions

· When hunting Saskatchewan in the November, temperatures can range from 32F to -20F (0c to -30c).  If you want to give yourself the best chance at harvesting a trophy buck, you need to be dressed so you can sit quietly all day. 
· The absolute best solution we have seen that has helped our clients withstand the cold is called “The Heater Body Suit”.  You can see it on their website (www.heaterbodysuit.com)
· Your hands and feet are the most susceptible to cold.  Bring plenty of hand and foot warmers (Hot Shots). 
Detailed Clothing Suggestions - Continued

· Your hands and feet are the most susceptible to cold.  Bring plenty of hand and foot warmers (Hot Shots). 
· Layering your socks is also important.  Start with a thin moisture wicking synthetic (polypropylene) sock underneath a heavier wool sock.  Make sure they aren’t too tight so you have plenty of circulation for your feet.

· Bring the best boots you can with the coldest rating you can find.  Cabela’s makes the "Saskatchewan Pac Boot" which is a good choice.  Leave plenty of room for the addition of a chemical heat pad.  A pair of lighter boots is good to bring for warmer weather.  Boot blankets are also a great way to keep your feet warm.
· There are two options for your hands being mitts or a hand muff.  Large mitts big enough to allow for chemical hand warmers as well as a thin pair of gloves are the first option.   A hand muff worn around the waist with a couple of hand warmers inside, along with a thin pair of gloves is also a good way to go.
· For the ultimate warmth try using an old "quiet" sleeping bag.  Simply step into it and pull up to your chest, locking in all your valuable body heat.  

· Any hat used for hunting must be solid red, yellow, or orange.  This is Saskatchewan law.  We recommend a wool stocking cap (toque) that covers the ears with or with out a face mask.  For ultimate coverage, try a thin balaclava underneath your wool cap.

· A "waist up" outer layer of solid white, yellow, red, or orange, large enough to fit over your bulky clothes, is required by Saskatchewan law.  White is less noticeable to the deer and makes for better field photos as the antlers will show up better.
What To Bring
Hunting Equipment
· Firearm

· Ammo (1 – 2 boxes)

· Soft gun case sock (for ATV travel)
· Hard locking gun case (for air travel)

· Gun shoulder sling

· Back pack or fanny pack

· Compact binoculars

· Compass and/or GPS

· Multi-tool/knife

· Grunt tube/scents
· Flashlight (spare batteries)

· Hand warmers

· Lighter/matches

Documents/Papers
· Outfitters contact info

· Visa, M/C, or cash to buy license

· Airline ticket info

· Hotel room/car rental reservations

· Firearm declaration form

· Valid Passport

· Photo drivers license
Clothing

· Solid white, orange, red, or yellow jacket (recommend white)
· Orange, red, or yellow hat (no white)
· Orange, red, or yellow stocking hat or touque (no white)
· Cold weather parka and pants or insulated coveralls
· Wool sweater or down vest
· Hand muffs
· Wool scarf or face mask
· Cold weather boots
· Leather hunting boots
· Shoes or slippers for around camp
· Polypropylene and wool socks
· Lightweight socks
· Jeans
· Sweat pants and shirt
· T-shirts (some polypropylene)
· Flannel shirts
· Long underwear
· Gloves and liners
Other Personal Items 

· Camera and/or video camera
· Rangefinder

· Extra glasses/contacts
· Handkerchief/Kleenex

· Shaving kit

· Sunglasses

· Medication

· Nasal spray (deer season is dry)

· Chapstick
· Thermos
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